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social legislation. The essay gives a very fair idea of the state of
opinion amongst English economists at that date.

We shall do much better in the end [says Jevons] if we throw off
the incubus of metaphysical ideas and expressions. We must resolve
all these supposed principles and rights into the facts and probabilities
which they are found to involve when we inquire into their real
meaning. The right of a man to dispose freely of his labour means the
recognition by the legislature that in the majority of cases a man is
the best judge of his own interests in disposing of his labour. In a
number of cases specified in the Statute-book, the legislature recog-
nises an opposite state of things. The principle of the freedom of trade
stands on the same footing; it is a probability of advantage which,
however, must be set aside in case of greater probability of evil.

This position was reached, however, only when the nineteenth
century had more than half run its course. In the first half all
orthodox economists in all countries were strongly against any-
thing more than the minimum of interference by the State with
the internal economy of the community. Nineteenth-century
socialism, mainly of French and German origin, regarded
'political economy3, as it was then called, as a body of doctrine
which taught that any interference with the existing order of
society could only worsen the condition of the labouring classes.
And the socialists knew also, and were disposed to make the
most of the fact, that a very influential branch of classical
economics taught that the natural tendency was for the working
classes to multiply up to the limit of subsistence, and that
their increasing numbers and constant pressure upon the supply
of cultivable land tended to give to the landlord a higher and
higher rent.

SOCIALISM AND MARXISM

T A TE have already given some attention to the English social-
V V ism of the early nineteenth century. In so far as it had
any theoretical background this was confined to the associative
ideas of Robert Owen. The doctrine of State socialism was
almost entirely absent. The forerunners of the modern social-
ists were chiefly French and German theorists.